The role of viruses in lung disease is generally underappreciated. Recent events, however, have brought viral respiratory disease to greater physician awareness and even public attention. The Middle East respiratory syndrome coronavirus (MERS-CoV) scare was fading as the largest-ever Ebola outbreak took over the nightly news. Chikungunya and dengue are now in the differential diagnosis of primary care physicians in Chicago. All of this attention on viral disease was occurring against the background of the 2009 H1N1 influenza A pandemic. Thus, release of a book focused exclusively on viral infection of the lungs is well timed.
The preface of Viruses and the Lung: Infections and Non-Infectious Viral-Linked Lung Disorders clearly states the intended purpose of the book: " . . . a structured discussion of histopathological changes in the lung of virus-infected patients with sections on clinical manifestations and differential diagnosis in many of the chapters." The entire book is highly illustrated with multiple richly colored photomicrographs in almost every chapter, reflecting the pathology background of the majority of the authors. One of only 3 radiographic figures in the entire book is in the chapter on coronaviruses, which, not surprisingly, includes the lone radiologist coauthor.
Epidemiology and clinical manifestations are not the focus of this book, and those seeking help with clinical aspects of viral lung disease should refer to other sources.
The book consists of 24 chapters, divided into 6 parts. The first part, "Lung Defenses and Taxonomy," includes an introduction and a very short discussion of lung defenses, followed by a long chapter on issues in the difficult taxonomy and classification of viruses. The second part includes 13 chapters on various clinical groupings of febrile viral illnesses. Each of these chapters follows the same format: brief introduction, classification (helpful to put the taxonomy chapter in perspective), epidemiology, ultrastructure, immunology, clinical features, pathologic changes, diagnosis, differential diagnosis (usually histopathologic but occasionally clinical), prevention, treatment and outcome, vaccine, and a clinicopathologic capsule. The clinical aspects of the specific viral infection(s) varied among the chapters but the pathology was routinely excellent. References follow each chapter, with some as current as 2013, allowing a discussion of MERS-CoV to be included in the chapter on coronaviruses. Part III, a single chapter on viral respiratory illnesses in infants, was disappointingly superficial, although this is the only chapter to include bocavirus. Given the prominence of viral respiratory illnesses in infants and children, a separate discussion on pediatric manifestations in each of the individual chapters in Part II may have allowed more in-depth coverage of the issues unique to infants and children.
Part IV is 5 chapters on virus-related neoplasms, an interesting and innovative addition to what might otherwise be thought of as a purely infectious disease book. Although these chapters were generally very informative, particularly the discussion of simian virus 40 contamination of vaccines, overlap between chapters was most notable here with the human herpesvirus 8-related Kaposi sarcoma and primary effusion lymphoma covered in 2 of these chapters, as well as the herpesvirus chapter in Part II.
Part V is a series of brief but interesting discussions of the evidence for possible viral etiology in a variety of idiopathic pulmonary disorders such as sarcoidosis, systemic lupus erythematosis, and idiopathic pulmonary fibrosis. Part VI is a single chapter on viral disease in animals. The stated goal was to assist in comparative medicine.
I anticipated a greater discussion of the appropriateness of animal models of viral disease and/or parallels to human disease. Once again, the topic was too broad to be covered adequately in a single chapter and was more a histology tour. For example, influenza virus was covered in a single paragraph, with no mention of the role of both birds and other mammals in human disease.
Given the excellence of the histopathology, both by description and in illustrations, this book is primarily of interest to general pathologists and pathology residents, along with virologists. Infectious disease and pulmonary physicians with a particularly difficult case or an interest in viral lung diseases will also find sections helpful. We allteachers, researchers, and clinicianswill go to this resource for the histology slide needed for any lecture on viruses and the lung.
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